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THE BEAUTY OF MALAYSIA
 (INTERESTING PLACES)

 BY:
 MUHAMMAD ALHAFIY BIN ANIZAN

 4 TERATAI

KUALA LUMPUR CITY
CENTRE

• Anchoring the sprawling Kuala Lumpur City Centre
 are the iconic PETRONAS Twin Towers. Standing 452
 metres tall, it was declared the tallest buildings in the
 world in 1998 when it was first completed and
 retained its world-title claim to fame until 2004 when
 Taipei's 101 was built, measuring 508 metres tall.

CAMERON HIGHLANDS,
PAHANG

• The Cameron Highlands has been among the
 favourite places to visit in Malaysia since the end of
 the 19th century. British surveyor, William Cameron,
 ‘discovered’ the region in 1885 and it has since then
 grown as a tourist hotspot. The highlands range in
 altitude from approximately 1100 metres (3609 feet)
 to 1800 metres (5906 feet), producing a cooler and
 fresher climate. It’s not surprising that the Cameron
 Highlands became British Malaya’s largest hill
 station. Today, emerald green tea plantations
 dominate the skyline, along with strawberry and
 vegetable farms. Tourists enjoy the cooler climate
 and opportunities to go hiking.

PANGKOR ISLAND,
PERAK

• Perak’s Pangkor Island, derived from ‘Pang Ko’ in
 Thai and translating to ‘Beautiful Island’, consists of a
 small archipelago in the Strait of Malacca. Once a
 haven for fishers, sailors and pirates, and remaining
 unchanged for decades, Pangkor Island gives tourists
 a chance to experience a relatively undeveloped
 tropical paradise. With a population of just 30,000,
 the main activities are relaxing on the beach, renting
 a motorbike and driving around the island’s
 perimeter, as well as diving and snorkelling. In Teluk
 Nipah on the west coast, the owner of Sunset View
 Chalet feeds up to 30 or more wild hornbills every
 night at 6:30pm.

PULAU TIOMAN,
PAHANG

• Time Magazine mentioned Pulau Tioman as one of the
 world’s most beautiful islands in the 1970s. Little has changed
 since the publication and Tioman Island, located off the east
 coast in the South China Sea, makes a top place to visit in
 Malaysia. With rich coral, untouched beaches and an interior
 filled with dense rainforest, the island offers a more secluded
 feel to the likes of Langkawi. Favourite activities include
 snorkelling and scuba diving, trekking in the jungle, touring
 the island on a motorbike or bicycle as well as visiting
 waterfalls.

KOTA KINABALU, SABAH

• Sabah’s capital, Kota Kinabalu, might not appear beautiful at
 first. But behind the malls and buildings lie stretches of
 gorgeous orange-sand coastline, islands reachable within 10
 minutes and the iconic floating mosque. Head to Tanjung Aru
 Beach for one of Borneo’s most spectacular sunsets or stroll
 along Likas Bay and marvel at the coast and islands. The five
 islands, known as Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park, are a
 favourite day trip for snorkelling, beaches and relaxation.
 Drive a short distance from the city and find untouched jungle

DANUM VALLEY, SABAH

• Danum Valley is by far the best place to visit in Malaysia for
 ecotourism and to experience untouched jungle. Located deep
 inside the 130 million-year-old lowland dipterocarp forest, the
 conservation area boasts incredible biodiversity. Inside the 438
 square kilometres, are hundreds, if not thousands, of species of
 fauna, and an even greater variety of flora, that call this area
 home. Lucky tourists might spot orangutans, pygmy elephants
 and the clouded leopard. But the biggest appeal at Danum Valley
 is the lack of human settlement, providing a purer environment.
 Logging and deforestation have devastated habitats throughout
 Sabah, but not inside this protected area. Activities include jungle
 treks with experienced guides, night safaris and visiting
 ancient Kadazan-Dusun burial sites.
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